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WORLD ABILITYSPORT MEMBERSHIP 

Constitution Provisions 

The following provisions of the World Abilitysport Constitution as adopted on 28 November 2022 (‘the World 
Abilitysport Constitution’) are relevant to this Membership Policy. 

6.1 Membership is open to any corporate body (or an individual or corporate body that represents an 
organisation which is not incorporated) that is interested in furthering the Objects of the Charity (a 

‘Member’). The term ‘Membership’ as used in these Articles refers to the Members collectively and 
to the status of being a Member. 

6.2 The Trustees shall implement a Membership Policy. The Membership Policy will specify the 
qualifications for Membership and the application process to become a Member. 

6.11 The Trustees may create associate or other classes of non-voting membership in accordance with 
the Membership Policy and may determine the rights and obligations of any such non-voting 
members (including payment of membership fees), and the conditions for admission to, and 
termination of membership of any such class of members. 

Membership Policy and Member Categories 

This Membership Policy has been implemented by the Trustees of World Abilitysport (‘the Trustees’) in 
accordance with Article 6.2 referred to above.  

The Membership Policy establishes three classes of member: 

a) Full National Membership, which provides full voting rights as a ‘Member’ of World Abilitysport

Secondary Membership, which provides no voting rights

b) Development Membership, which provides no voting rights

These membership categories are described in full below. 

Terminology 

The terms National Paralympic Committee, Athlete, Eligible Impairment and Nation as used in this Membership 

Policy it is to be construed as having the same meaning as those terms are given in the IPC Constitution. 

Review 

This Membership Policy has been adopted by the Trustees on 18 March 2023. It will remain in effect until further 

notice save that it will be reviewed by the Trustees not later than two years after the date of adoption. 
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1. FULL NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

1.1. Full National Membership is available to organisations that fulfil the following criteria: 

1.1.1. The National Paralympic Committee of a Nation; 
1.1.2. National organisations representing athletes with physical impairments as defined in the IPC 

International Standard for Eligible Impairments - Sept 2016 points 2.1 to 2.8 

1.2. An organisation that qualifies for Full National Membership and is accepted as such by the Trustees is 
referred to as a ‘Full National Member’. A list of the Full National Members is attached to this 
Membership Policy as Annex One. This Annex will be updated by the Trustees from time to time as 
required.  

Full Member Numbers by Nation 

1.3. From 28 November 2022 the following provisions apply: 

1.3.1. The number of Full National Members is limited to one Full National Member per Nation.  
1.3.2. In respect of Nations that have two Full National Members as of 28 November 2022, both shall 

be permitted to remain as Full National Members. If one organisation ceases to be a Full National 
Member, the remaining Full National Member shall be the sole Full National Member for that 
Nation. 

Applications for Full National Membership 

The process for applying for Full National Membership is explained at Annex Two to this Membership Policy. 

Full National Member Rights and Responsibilities 

1.4. Full National Members shall have all the rights afforded to ‘Members’ by the World Abilitysport 
Constitution including without limitation the right to attend, speak and vote at General Meetings of 
World Abilitysport. Full Members shall have the same rights provided to Secondary Members in this 
Membership Policy in respect of any Sports Congress. 

1.5. Full National Members shall have the following voting rights: 

1.5.1. If a Full National Member is the sole Full National Member for a Nation, that Full National 
Member shall have two votes in respect of any matters requiring a Member vote pursuant to the 
World Abilitysport Constitution. 

1.5.2. If a Full National Member is from a Nation that has two Full National Members, each Full National 
Member shall have one vote in respect of any matters requiring a Member vote pursuant to the 
World Abilitysport Constitution. 

1.6. Full National Members must: 

1.6.1. Comply with all of the duties and responsibilities designated to Members by way of the World 
Abilitysport Constitution 

1.6.2. Pay the Full National Membership fees as detailed in Annex Three 
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2. SECONDARY MEMBERSHIP

2.1. Secondary Membership is available to the following organisations: 

2.1.1. National Sports Federations 
2.1.2. Impairment specific organisations 
2.1.3. National World Abilitysport Sport Federations 
2.1.4. International Sports Federations 

Applications for Secondary Membership 

2.2. The process for applying for Secondary Membership is explained at Annex Two to this Membership 
Policy. 

2.3. An application for Secondary Membership may only be made if the organisation making the 
application is located in a Nation for which there is a Full National Member. 

Secondary Member Rights and Responsibilities 

2.4. Secondary Members are entitled to - 

2.4.1. send one delegate to the World Abilitysport General Assembly, the details of which must be 
submitted in writing to World Abilitysport; 

2.4.2. send two delegates to any Sport Specific Congress, the details of which must be submitted in 
writing to World Abilitysport; 

2.4.3. one vote at any Sports Specific Congress; 
2.4.4. nominate representatives for World Abilitysport Sports Executive Committees and Standing 

Committees; 
2.4.5. receive annual financial reports and all communications, including newsletters, magazines, 

bulletins, and other relevant information distributed by World Abilitysport  as well as all sections 
of the World Abilitysport online Members’ Area; 

2.4.6. enter competitors and staff into international events sanctioned by World Abilitysport, providing 
they comply with the conditions stated in the invitations to the event; 

2.4.7. propose sport-specific motions to the Sports Congresses by giving notice of motion to World 
Abilitysport prior to the meeting as specified in the bylaws of the Sport Sections. 

2.5. Secondary Members must: 

2.5.1. Comply with any duties and responsibilities designated to Secondary Members including without 
limitation compliance with all codes of conduct and behaviours established by World Abilitysport 

2.5.2. Pay the Membership fees as detailed in Annex Three. 

3. DEVELOPING MEMBERS

3.1. Developing Member status is available to the following organisations: 

3.1.1. Wheelchair Fencing National organisation (or equivalent) 
3.1.2. National Powerchair Hockey organisations (or equivalent) 
3.1.3. National Paralympic Committees 
3.1.4. National organisations representing athletes with physical impairments 

Applications for Developing Member Status 
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3.2. The process for applying for Developing Member Status is explained at Annex Two to this Membership 
Policy. 

Developing Member Rights and Responsibilities 

3.3. Developing Members are entitled to – 

3.3.1. send two delegates to the World Abilitysport General Assembly, the details of which must be 
submitted in writing to World Abilitysport; 

3.3.2. if recognised by the CP/IWAS Sport Section as such send two delegates to the Sport Specific 
Congress, the details of which must be submitted in writing to World Abilitysport; 

3.3.3. to receive annual financial reports, all communications, including newsletters, magazines, 
bulletins and other relevant information distributed by World Abilitysport and have access to all 
sections of the World Abilitysport online Members’ Area 

3.3.4. enter persons of its organisation in international events within the jurisdiction of World 
Abilitysport, providing the member complies with the conditions stated in the invitations to 
compete.  

3.4. Developing Members must: 

3.4.1. Comply with any duties and responsibilities designated to Secondary Members including without 
limitation compliance with all codes of conduct and behaviours established by World Abilitysport 

3.4.2. Provide any progress reports required by World Abilitysport 
3.4.3. Pay the Membership fees as detailed in Annex Three 

4. PARTNERS AND AFFILIATES

4.1. The following may be appointed as Partners and/or Affiliates of World Abilitysport; 
Partners 

4.1.1. Research Institutes, Universities & Foundations  
4.1.2. Rehabilitation Centres & Hospitals 
4.1.3. Sponsors & Funders  
4.1.4. Organisations representing specific sport and/or recreation activity.  
4.1.5. Organisation supporting/promoting health and well-being linked to sport & recreation 
4.1.6. Organisations with similar aims to World Abilitysport 

Affiliates 

4.1.7. Professionals who contribute to the field of sports and/or recreation 
4.1.8. Individuals who contribute, supports, or are interested in sports and/or recreation 
4.1.9. Honorary Individual recognised by World Abilitysport for having made an exceptional 

contribution or have supported or promoted World Abilitysport 

4.2. Partners may – 

4.2.1. send observers to World Abilitysport official meetings and events at the discretion of World 
Abilitysport; 

4.2.2. request research opportunities and trial of innovations at World Abilitysport events. 
4.2.3. present at World Abilitysport gatherings, events and meetings. 
4.2.4. use World Abilitysport logo on website and promotional materials. 
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4.2.5. receive communications, including any newsletters, magazines, bulletins, and other relevant 
information  

4.2.6. have access to all sections of the World Abilitysport online Members’ Area. 

4.3. Affiliates may – 

4.3.1. attend World Abilitysport Sports official meetings and events as observers. 
4.3.2. make presentations at World Abilitysport gatherings, events, and meetings as is appropriate. 
4.3.3. receive all communications, including newsletters, magazines, bulletins, and other relevant 

information and have access to all sections of the World Abilitysport online Members’ Area. 

http://www.worldabilitysport.org/
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A Membership Application Form is provided, and the complete form is returned to the CEO with the necessary 
attachments. 

DETERMINING AND COMMUNICATING OUTCOME FOR 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Completed applications are reviewed by the CEO and presented to the Board at its next meeting. 

The Board can accept or decline membership applications. The Board may, at its absolute discretion, admit, or 
refuse to admit, any organisation or person to membership, being a partner or an affiliate. 

The applicant is informed in writing by the office of the Board's decision. 

The following approval process will apply: 

Memberships with voting rights  

• If accepted, provisional membership is granted. Under the constitution, confirmation of membership
must be approved at the next General Assembly.

Non-voting Membership 

• The Board may grant non-voting membership.

Successful applicants will be invoiced for their membership fee and receive a “welcome letter”. Payment must 
be made within six weeks of the date of invoice. 

Upon receipt of the membership fee a receipt and membership certificate, confirming the membership status, 
is sent to the new Member by CP/IWAS HQ. 

The new Member’s details are added to the website. 

New Members will hold provisional status until their Membership is approved by the General Assembly. Until 
this time Member’s will have all rights excluding voting rights (where applicable). 

Where provisional membership has been granted and the membership fee has not been paid six weeks following 
receipt of the invoice, the provisional membership will be withdrawn.  

Subsequent reapplication would require the appropriate membership fee to be paid at the time of application. 

Annex One 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Enquiries for membership are sent via a link on the website or by email to the general email address provided. 
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Annex Two

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

FEES FOR FULL NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

For Nations where there were two separate full national member organisations in good standing at the time of 
the merger between IWAS and CPISRA, each member will pay £800 membership fee per year for the next 4 
years. Membership fees will then be reviewed and presented to the General Assembly of World Abilitysport.  

If the same organisation was a member of both CPISRA and IWAS at the time of the merger, only the historic 
IWAS fees will be invoiced.  

The level that each Full National Member should pay is determined by the income group of World Bank List of 
Global Economics tiered in accordance with officially recognised financial status. 

INCOME GROUP POUND STERLING (£) 

High 1500.00 

Upper Middle 1150.00 

Lower Middle 850.00 

Low 500.00 

FEES FOR SECONDARY MEMBERSHIP 

Secondary Members fee: £500 per year 

FEES FOR DEVELOPING MEMBERS 

Developing Members will be subject to an annual Membership fee of £300 per year. 

FEES FOR PARTNERS 

Annual fee of £500 per year 

FEES FOR AFFILIATES 

CP/IWAS Affiliates: £50 per year. Honorary Affiliates will pay no fees. 
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